The committee thought it would be undignified to Pay surprise visits, and did not wish to place themselves in the position of acting as spies," was remarked y the Secretary of the Ladies' Committee of the ackney Schools during the recent inquiry. The result of the ladies' decision to give notice of their vent was pretty plainly evinced by the Secretary's own opinion, that the poor children had no opporUnity of speaking freely without some officer being a^are of it. It is hardly likely that any complaints would be made to a party of ladies going formally round, 0 ten accompanied by the Clerk of the Guardians, who apparently failed to see that his presence would be etriruental to frank speech on the part of the i aren.
Sick children had no amusement or occupa ion provided for them, and during at least two ears it is Said that the children never had one walk ai^e,the school grounds. Yet it is asserted that a U e ex*sta which countenances weekly outings. Surely some of these things might have been remedied if the lady visitors had realised that conscientious visitation of District School children can involve no possible loss of " dignity" on women doing it with the honest intention of improving the lot of the helpless.
OUR CHRISTMAS COMPETITIONS.
We hope that many of our readers will take away with them a piece of holiday work this year, for we want heaps of things for our Christmas distribution of clothing. The adult patients in hospitals welcome so thankfully the useful gifts sent by our readers, that we annually aspire to see our big parcels multiplied indefinitely. Bo many patients have to leave the comfortable wards insufficiently clothed in bad times, and the addition of one good warm under-garment often appears to be a necessary accompaniment to the doctor's parting warning as prudence, given to the still delicate breadwinner. The prizes we offer are as follows: For the" most serviceable dressing gown made by the competitor, 20s.; for the best flannel shirt, 10s.; for the best flannel petticoat, 7s. 6d.; for the best over petticoat, 7s. 6d.; for the best bed jacket, 7s. 6d, -y for the best knitted pair of men's socks, 5s.; for the second best pair, 2s. 6d.
AN EXCELLENT ASSOCIATION.
The Workhouse Infirmary Nursing Association is badly in need of increased funds, the demand for its nurses far exceeding the supply, and the committee cannot hope to respond adequately to the appeals received unless liberal help is forthcoming. This association is one worthy of all support, the object which it has been advocating steadily for past years being the employment of trained nurses in workhouses. The Hon. Secretary, 6, Adam The nursing of the inmates of Drogheda Union is to be placed in the hands of nuns, and certain important structural alterations are also in contemplation. At a recent Board meeting one of the guardians inquired, " Will they be trained nurses ? " to which he received reply, " The nuns would not undertake any duty they would not be competent to perform." It transpired, according to the local press, that they were going to take only the accident cases; neither the midwifery, fever, nor lunatic patients. As it is in contemplation to spend a considerable sum of money on improving the buildings for the sick, the guardians would certainly do well to see that the selected head of the nursing departments is an experienced, fully-trained woman, competent to personally supervise all branches of the infirmary work. If the nuns look after accident cases only, it would be interesting to learn who is to care for the lunatics, the infectious, and the confinement cases, who are also inmates of Drogheda Union. No one has realised, this truth more fully, perhaps, than the Sisters at Kilburn, who devote themselves to the service of the orphans, and who are apparently devoted to their self-appointed duties. They house and feed and teach the children in the large and beautiful building devoted to the purpose. But why put the babes into cages ? In the event of fire it is impossible to say the extent of the catastrophe which must ensue. The large dormitories are furnished with "cubicles," and instead of these being mere partial partitions to secure a measure of privacy, they consist of four walls of open ironwork encompassing each little bed. There is also a lid or roof of the same construction, which completes the likeness to an aviary or pen, and iron spikes do aWay with any temptation to unauthorised climbing or scrambling.
The Orphans' Infirmary is provided with similar cages, which are indeed strange objects to find in a sick ward. There is a small lattice on a level with the pillow which can be opened from the outside, and through it nourishment might possibly be administered, but the arrangement is peculiarly suggestive of the trap in the cell door of a prisoner. 
